	Semi-Colons ;



	A semi-colon is used to join together two sentences which are closely linked. 
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The town seemed very quiet; the market place was empty. 

The football team was angry; they had lost six nil.

She wanted to go to the theatre; he preferred the cinema. 

It was the best of times; it was the worst of times. 

Some people like to get up early in the morning and get going; others are unable to do anything before nine or ten o’ clock.
	When do I use a semi-colon?
A semi-colon is used to show the relationship between two complete sentences. These sentences could also be joined by a connecting word (e.g. but, however, because, so, yet) or they could be separated by a full stop. For example we could say:

Joe always slept with the light on because he was afraid of the dark.  

Joe always slept with the light on. He was afraid of the dark.

However using a semi-colon adds emphasis and style to indicate the relationship the two sentences. 

Joe always slept with the light on; he was afraid of the dark. 



	Semi-Colon? Semi-Confused?
The semi-colon adds more emphasis than a comma but isn’t as strong as a full stop. It’s the goldilocks of punctuation. 
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	Full stop vs. Comma vs. Semi-Colon
You can see how the semi-colon links the two sentences together perfectly compared to the full stop and comma. 
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Mr Edwards was laughing. This was quite rare.
Mr Edwards was laughing, this was quite rare. 
Mr Edwards was laughing; this was quite rare.



	Semi-Colons ;



	A semi-colon is used to separate longish items in a list that already have commas in them.
For my fruit salad I will need juicy, seedless grapes; sweet, ripe strawberries; and large chunks of pineapple. 
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Henry's mother believes that every bad situation can be happily resolved; that no one knows more about human nature than she; and that Henry will never be able to do his own laundry.

	 See how confusing it is if you use commas instead of semi-colons in a longish list.  

The lecturers were Mr Jones, English, Ms Smith, Mathematics, Miss Thomas, Science and Mr Martin, Welsh.

Aargh too many commas! Let’s add some semi-colons.
The lecturers were Mr Jones, English; Ms Smith, Mathematics; Miss Thomas, Science; and Mr Martin, Welsh. 



	The confusion continues…
The Principal welcomed the student union president and vice-president, Shaun Davies and Amy Tyler, the lecturers represented by Dr. James, the union leader and his team and a selected number of students.

Aargh too many commas! Let’s add some semi-colons.
The Principal welcomed the student union president and vice-president, Shaun Davies and Amy Tyler; the lecturers represented by Dr. James; the union leader and his team; and a selected number of students.


	Add semi-colons to these longish lists.
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Jenny was having a barbeque and wanted to buy some scrumptious, meaty burgers, plastic, fake cheese, soft, bread rolls and some crunchy, green lettuce leaves. 

I have recommended this student because she communicates well with students, faculty and staff, completes her assignments skilfully and on time and demonstrates an ability to complete to organise people, resources and time.
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