	Parenthesis Commas 


	Parenthesis commas are used to mark out extra information in a sentence. 

Sameet, the youngest son, was anxious about seeing his father.

The bread, which I bought from the supermarket, had already gone stale. 

Josie, his wife of several years, had exciting news to share.

She found the jumper, which she had knitted for her husband, in the charity bag. 
	Parenthesis commas as bodyguards 

Parenthesis commas are the bodyguards of punctuation. They won’t let the extra information interfere with the sentence. 
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The dog           a small terrier             barked at the postman. 
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	The sentence outside the parenthesis commas has to make sense
Read the sentences above to check they make sense without the parenthesis commas e.g. 
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Sameet was anxious about seeing his father. 

	Read the sentences below and check they make sense. 
Evan Davis, presenter of BBC Radio 4's Today show and chairman of the judges, called the book "gripping and moving".
The restaurant, which was open late, was still serving food.
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Does the sentence, “The dog barked at the postman” make sense? Yes? Then I’ve done my job. 
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