Section 4   Black and White extract from the play – ‘no questions’ section.
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Eddie does not recognise his feelings for Catherine that Alfieri thinks exist

                ‘She can’t marry you.’
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He is deeply involved with her, ‘it’s breaking my heart.’


Eddie verbalises his fears about Rodolpho. He thinks Rodolpho
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has a plan – he’s worked everything out..’This guy is staying’
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is homosexual? – certainly effete. ‘he’s a blond guy, like platinum.’
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is not manly – ‘ you close the paper fast – you could blow him over.’
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is womanish – ‘he sings high – you wouldn’t be looking for him you be looking for her.’
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makes dresses – same point
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is attractive to both sexes– ‘he looked sweet there, like an angel – you could kiss him he was so sweet.’
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is a butt to working men’s humour – ‘callin’ him Paper Doll / Blondie’
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is stealing Catherine from him.

Alfieri introduces the only legal question that Eddie has recourse to – the manner of Marco’s and Rodolpho’s entry to the USA. Eddie rejects any suggestion of using this out of hand; ‘Oh, Jesus, no, I wouldn’t do nothin’ about that, I mean –‘  Alfieri tries to counsel him about the danger of loving Catherine too much, but he does not recognise this as a legitimate viewpoint. [Sardonically]’What do you mean; I shouldn’t look out for her good?’

· He calls Rodolpho ‘a punk’ –‘ a son-of-a-bitch punk.’

· He is deeply embittered ; ‘ I worked twenty years so a punk could have her.’ This is deepened by the fact that he and Beatrice have gone hungry for Catherine’s benefit and his promise to Nancy.

· He gave Rodolpho the blankets off his bed  and Rodolpho ‘lays his dirty, filthy hands on her like a goddam thief.’

Alfieri resumes his choric/narrator role and focuses on the inexorable path of destiny that Eddie is embarked upon..he is powerless. ‘I went to a very wise old woman , and I told her, and she only nodded and said, ‘Pray for him…And so I waited here.’ 

Eddie gets short with Rodolpho – oranges are orange/lemons are green. Even rather inane conversational topics rankle.

Marco is sending money to his family.  Eddie introduces the topic of the women’s lack of loyalty to their absent husbands.  Does this hint at anything about Eddie’s morality and extra-marital affairs?

He opportunistically takes Marco’s reply about the wives’ fidelity to attack Rodolpho’s lack of restraint in wooing Catherine without having had his consent. Eddie makes a direct appeal to Marco to get Rodolpho under control but even as he does this, Beatrice takes sides with Catherine and so the rifts continue to develop and fester. Eddie’s attempt to appear even-handed is rebuffed by Beatrice who points out that Eddie is not really looking after Rodolpho as going out at night is not any different to going out in the daytime –‘It’s the same chance.’

