Section 6

43) Rodolpho’s life in America will have plenty of prospects. He will become something ‘wonderful’.  His life back in Italy would be dominated by poverty and unemployment.

44) Essentially, Rodolpho gets Catherine to change her mind about going  to Italy by insisting that the she is only thinking these thoughts because Eddie is unwilling to let her go and also by insisting that she is ‘insulting’ him by even beginning to take Eddie’s views seriously. The combination of his accusation over Eddie’s possessiveness, her desire for him and the fact that she knows that she must leave Eddie’s house, all prompt her to forget her entreaties in favour of Rodolpho.
45) He was always the sweetest guy and that she ‘can’t stand it’.  She knew when his feet hurt and when he was blue from a block away: ‘I mean I know him.’
46) There is a metaphorical truth in this as Eddie is unwilling to let her go. It is, however, entirely inappropriate if Eddie’s views of Rodolpho are correct.
47) Eddie’s anger explodes and he threatens to ‘evict’ Rodolpho : he has discovered them coming out of the bedroom: he obviously believes they have had sex. The way that Rodolpho insinuates to Eddie that he has a relationship with Catherine ignites the situation.

48) i]Catherine is in turmoil as she declares that she can no longer live in the same house with Eddie yet she is intensely aware of  feeling love and pity for him at the same time.
ii]The text shows that she is in conflict as she bursts into tears and clasps her hands prayerfully.

49) Eddie kisses Catherine on impulse. It would seem that his unacknowledged desire for a physical relationship with her breaks through in this moment of extremity.  Is he  also trying to reclaim her for himself as he feels that he has lost her to Rodolpho who is now her lover?
He kisses Rodolpho as she wishes to show Catherine what Rodolpho is – a gay/effete/ worthless punk. It is also disrespectful,mocking and fraught with ‘mafia’ overtones – is it a kiss which signals that Eddie will kill him or betray him as Judas Iscariot betrayed/ killed Christ? Is it also possible that Eddie is actually attracted to Rodolpho?If  this is so, what sub-text does that suggest about Eddie’s orientation?
50] Catherine’s declaration that she will kill Eddie changes the dynamics of the drama. From now on, she aligns herself with Rodolpho.

     51]  The stage direction is an indication that there is some ill-defined or unacknowledged link between Eddie and Rodolpho.  Eddie has the opportunity to stamp his dominance over Rodolpho but does not seize the chance – maybe, because he fears losing Catherine? He and Rodolpho are like rivals neither of whom have the power to totally dominate the other.  Eddie’s warning to Rodolpho that he will ‘go out feet first’  is, however, unambiguous.

52) i]Eddie thinks that he has shown Catherine that Rodolpho has homosexual tendencies.

ii]Catherine see Eddie as having shamed Rodolpho and she is in the process of losing respect for him.

53) Eddie is trying to remove Rodolpho from Catherine’s life altogether ; ultimately, his attempt is as futile as Catherine’s attempt to get Rodolpho to agree to go back to Italy to live.

54) The main elements of the nightmare that Alfieri sees are that Eddie is now estranged from all of the people in his life and is likely to break the codes whereby he derives his status and respect in the community.

55) Alfieri :So in other words, he won’t leave.

These words focus Eddie’s mind onto the one and only chance he has of getting rid of Rodolpho: phoning Immigration.

