56) The First Officer behaves precisely as if he knows what has happened – that the authorities have received a tip-off.

57) The forces of revenge and despair.

58) i] The First  Officer tells Eddie to stop threatening to  physically attack Marco.

ii] Eddie reacts this way because he knows that he is going to have to justify himself in front of the community and the only justification that is possible will be throughout facing  Marco.

59) The state of Philadelphia (from the Greek philadelphos ‘loving one’s brother’) was so named because it is supposed to be based on brotherly love.  Obviously, brotherly love is not anywhere in the play at this point, unless it is Marco’s love for Rodolpho and vice versa.

60) Eddie’s reaction is intense and he becomes murderous by the bottom of the page.

61) Repetition.

62) Marco’s sense of ‘honour’ is not quite the same as Alfieri’s.  Alfieri means keeping to his word: Marco is concerned about gaining revenge on Eddie.

63) Maybe Rodolpho is being candid – perhaps he doesn’t understand the depth of Marco’s feelings. He could also be hoping that Marco will indeed do something – he is just saying this to convince Alfieri that Marco can be bailed.
64) Alfieri is promoting the American sense of honour: Marco is considering Mafia ways.

65) i]  His understanding has, perhaps, been blunted. God does arbitrate in the Mafia understanding of justice via ‘might’ is ‘right’ in the same way as a duel was supposed to settle issues between antagonistic parties until the late 18th Century in Britain.. (Beatrice recognises aspect of Mafia ‘justice’ a little later in the play when she comments upon the way Marco will be after having been in church.)

ii] Alfieri is unable to influence either of the two men as. He was ‘helpless’.

ii] American law has no provision for settling any such disputes.

66) Marco is not letting Alfieri know that his answer can be interpreted in purely Mafia terms.

67) On the surface, this appears to be the case, but perhaps Alfieri wishes to believe he has Marco’s consent more than he actually does.

68) Marco accepts the outcome, whatever it might be.

69) Perhaps there is an understanding between the two men. Certainly, Alfieri would know the Mafia way of settling such a dispute. If Alfieri believes that he can get Marco to recognise the authority of a peaceful, loving God, he is mistaken; Marco’s ‘god’ of justice is closer to the Old Testament’s ‘eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth’  than the God of the New Testament. At this point in the play, what happens next depends upon Marco’s decision; so it is a pivotal moment.

70) Eddie knows that the issues that have divided the family have become 

polarised and so he gives Beatrice a straight forward choice.

71) i] From Catherine’s view her attack on Eddie is justified as she thinks that he has been working to undermine and destroy her relationship; Eddie has also damned himself in the eyes of the community.
ii] Eddie thinks that she is beyond the pale – he appears to be ready to throw the table at her.

iii] Beatrice thinks that it is unjustified as she says that they are all responsible.

72) Beatrice realises that Marco will be out for revenge. She wants Eddie to  avoid confrontation with him.

73) He wants to fight Marco as he has ‘taken’ his name.

74) Eddie does not credit Rodolpho with any real value – ‘What he does don’t mean nothin’ to nobody,’ Eddie declares.
75) He sees Rodolpho as having used him and his family and having abused his protection. He sees Rodolpho as ‘a punk’ and only fit to run messages.

76) Beatrice thinks that Eddie wants to have Catherine as a wife.

77) Marco arrives and the climax which ends in the duel begins.

78) Eddie thinks that he Bible supports his sense of injustice and outrage at the way he and his family have been treated.

79) He calls Marco a liar because he hasn’t actually killed Marco’s children. 

80) Beatrice’s final words of ‘Yes, yes’ are intriguing – does she accept her responsibility in the final moments of Eddie’s life? Does she acknowledge that Catherine and she have not played as honestly with Eddie as they might have done? Does she in the moment of his dying agony affirm Eddie’s point of view which has been consistently denied by all the other characters in the play?  Is this the reason why he his final words are: My B.!

