Remind Yourself: The Themes 2

Justice and the Law

Are justice and the law the same thing?
[image: image1.wmf]Is the law always just?
These are two difficult questions which always crop up in the play.

Justice is very important here. (p4)

Alfieri says ‘justice’ is important, not ‘the law’.  He tells us, straight away, that they are not the same thing. He says:



I am a lawyer… We’re only thought of in connection with disasters,.. in Sicily,.. the law has not been a friendly idea since the Greeks were beaten. (p4)

How can ‘justice’ be important but ‘the law’ be an enemy?
For the people of Red Hook, and for Eddie and Marco, the difference is stark.
The example of Vinny Bolzano (p14-15) clearly shows the difference. Decide if each event would be seen as wrong or right by the courts and by the community and draw an arrow to the correct box.

	
	
	The Events
	
	

	Right by the Courts
	Wrong by the Courts
	
	Right by Street Law
	Wrong by Street Law

	
	
	He told the Immigration Bureau about his uncle
	
	

	
	
	Vinny’s brothers and father beat him
	
	

	
	
	Vinny can no longer live in Red Hook
	
	


The law of the courts and the law of the street, in this case, ALWAYS disagree.
And Eddie, Beatrice and Catherine agree with the law of the street:



You’ll never see him no more, a guy do a thing like that? How’s he gonna show his face? (p14)

And so, Eddie’s end is, by his own terms, just.  He broke his own law. Miller had Eddie killed by his own knife: was he killed by his own laws, too?
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Eddie saw the difference between the two laws earlier in the play.  He went to see Alfieri twice to ask about how the law could protect Catherine: pp 34-5 & 48-9.

This is my last word, Eddie… Morally and legally you have no rights, you cannot stop it; she is a free agent. (p49)

Alfieri believes in the law of the courts (it’s his profession) and the law of the streets (he is an immigrant himself). On page 49 he speaks up for both:
	For the Courts’ Law
	The law is only a word for what has a right to happen.  When the law is wrong it’s because it’s unnatural, but in this case it is natural and a river will drown you if you buck it now.


	(Eddie starts turning  to go [towards the phone box] and Alfieri rises with new anxiety) You won’t have a friend in the world, Eddie! Even those who understand will turn against you, even the ones who feel the same will despise you!
	For the Street’s Law


Justice and the Law contd.

Whilst Eddie sees that they are two types of law and chooses to desert one in favour of the other, Marco cannot accept that there is anything other than the law of the community and of honour. Alfieri tells him:


A:
To promise not to kill a man is not dishonourable…


M:
Then what is done with such a man?


A:
Nothing. If he obeys the law, he lives. That’s all.


M:
The law? All the law is not in a book. (p59)

In the end, Marco chooses the law of the street.
Marco believes he was right: Alfieri believes he was wrong.
Do you think he right or wrong?
In Alfieri’s opening monologue, he says:



There were many men who were justly shot by unjust men (p4)

In the end, many questions hang over the characters’ fate:

· Was Eddie was justly or unjustly killed?

· Was Eddie a just or an unjust man?

· Was Marco just or unjust?
Quick Test: Justice and The Law

Are the actions of the characters just in the eyes of the courts and the community?
	
	
	The Events
	
	

	Right by the Courts
	Wrong by the Courts
	
	Right by Street Law
	Wrong by Street Law

	
	
	Rodolpho MAY be using Catherine for her passport
	
	

	
	
	Alfieri tells no one about the immigrants
	
	

	
	
	Alfieri warns Eddie not to call Immigration
	
	

	
	
	Eddie informs on Marco and Rodolpho
	
	

	
	
	Eddie stops Marco’s family getting money
	
	

	
	
	Marco promises not to attack Eddie
	
	

	
	
	Marco seeks his revenge
	
	

	
	
	Eddie dies
	
	


Exam Test: Justice and The Law
Activities: You may be asked to write like a character in the exam.
1. Using Marco’s language and words, write a letter to his wife telling her of the events, how he has come to be in jail and why she will not be receiving any more money from him.
2. Using Alfieri’s language and words, write a diary entry for the day Marco was released and killed Eddie.
Alfieri: Only God makes justice.











