Revise & Test: The Sections

Although Miller didn’t put any notes saying ‘Scene1, Scene 2’, etc, the play can be divided into smaller sections than the two Acts. If you look, every time Alfieri plays a part, there is a new section and the timeline moves on.

In the boxes below, fill in the write a short description of the events: you’ll need your book!
	Act
	Section
	Pages
	Description of Events

	1
	1
	3-5
	

	1
	2
	5-15
	

	1
	3
	15
	

	1
	4
	16-22
	

	1
	5
	22
	

	1
	6
	22-31
	

	1
	7
	31-35
	

	1
	8
	35-42
	

	2
	1
	43
	

	2
	2
	43-48
	

	2
	3
	48-50
	

	2
	4
	50-58
	

	2
	5
	58-60
	

	2
	6
	60-64
	


Remind Yourself: The Themes 2

Read through the section before looking at it in more detail. 
Act 1, Section 1: Alfieri’s Opening Monologue

Alfieri’s opening monologue does a lot of work:

· [image: image1.wmf]It sets the scene;

· It introduces many of the major themes;

· It introduces Alfieri;

· It introduces Eddie;

· It gives hints about the end;

· It whets the audience’s appetite.

Justice and the Law.
Find three quotes which mention the law or justice:
1. _____________________________________

2. _____________________________________

3. _____________________________________
Alfieri represents the law AND the community, America and immigrants. Just as there is a conflict or paradox within him, we know there’s going to be a conflict in the play.

Violence
He may be an old lawyer, but his opening lines contain several references to violence.


How many can you find?


Classical Worlds, Civilizations and Theatre:
Which three ancient civilizations does Alfieri talk of?
1.__________________
2._________________
3._________________

It may seems strange that he discusses the Classics, but it is important!


What he’s telling the audience:

· This may be about very ordinary people, but their story is worth telling and IS important;

· Despite the setting and the characters, the story is as good as classical literature.

His words echo his role: he acts as a chorus. In Greek plays, particularly tragedies, the chorus talked directly to the audience about what was happening on stage. Alfieri does this frequently and is doing so at this point.

Gets the Audience Interested
Alfieri shows how important the story is (see above) and gives away some clues about how it might end.

Now you know the story, what clues does Alfieri give us in the opening section?

Act 1, Section 2, 3 & 4: The Characters are Introduced
First impressions count for a lot and it is this long section that we all the other main characters, we make up our minds about them, learn about their lives and their relationships.
Gather quotes to show how Miller tells us about the characters.

Eddie:
	He is…
	We know this because…

	Is the boss in his own home.
	

	Is controlling of Catherine.
	

	Is family orientated.


	

	Believes in justice.
	

	Believes in honour.


	

	Is kind.
	


Beatrice:
	She is…
	We know this because…

	Is very family orientated.
	

	Is very kind.


	

	Mediates between Eddie and Catherine.
	


Catherine:
	She is…
	We know this because…

	Wants to please Eddie.
	

	Is childlike.


	

	Is naïve.


	


Rodolpho:
	He is…
	We know this because…

	Is amazed by America.
	

	Is effeminate.
	


Marco:
	He is…
	We know this because…

	Is family orientated.


	

	Is the dominant brother.
	


Look at the difference between the language of Alfieri and the other characters: this shows he is talking, thoughtfully, to us and is educated.  The other characters’ speech is less educated, less fancy and sounds more like everyday conversations.















