Act 1, Section 5: Alfieri Talks to the Audience.
Alfieri tells the audience that time has passed.  After all his promises of a fantastic story in his first speech, Alfieri returns to take the part of the chorus again.  He tells us of how ordinary Eddie is, but brings in the word ‘destiny’.  ‘Destiny’ reminds the audience of the importance of the story and tells us how Eddie is now on a journey that can’t be stopped until it’s reached its end.

Act 1, Section 6: The arguments Begin.

The audience begin to get an idea of where the conflict is come from and how the relationships we saw at the start are beginning to be strained and change.
Compare Act 1 Section 2 and this section by finding quotes which show changes in relationships.
Eddie and Rodolpho:
	Eddie treated Rodolpho as a guest.


	
	Now Rodolpho is an embarrassment.
	

	Rodolpho treated Eddie with respect.


	
	Eddie thinks Rodolpho shows him no respect.
	


Eddie and Beatrice:
	Beatrice and Eddie seemed a loving couple.

	
	They no longer have a sexual relationship.
	

	They could talk over problems.


	
	Beatrice snaps at him and he won’t discuss things.
	


Eddie and Catherine:
	Catherine wanted only to please Eddie.


	
	She has changed her affections to Rodolpho.
	

	Whatever Eddie said was law.


	
	She questions his authority, directly speaking back to him.
	


Rodolpho and Catherine:

	Catherine was shy around him but wanted to get his attention.


	
	She now loves and wants to spend her life with him.
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Eddie, Catherine and Rodolpho: A Love Triangle?

We can look at this relationship like a set of weighing scales with Catherine the character who tips the balance.

At the start, Catherine’s affections lie with Eddie and he is strong and masterful.

By this point, she has transferred her affections to Rodolpho’s side of the scales and his confidence has grown: he (and she) listen less and less to Eddie as Eddie becomes weaker.
Find evidence which shows Catherine loves Rodolpho AND Rodolpho goes against Eddie’s wishes.

Act 1, Section 7: Eddie First Visits Alfieri.

Alfieri acts as a chorus at the start, talking to us, but turns into a character and plays a part in the action – this was not something classical Greek Choruses did, so shows us this a modern style.  It also reminds us of Alfieri’s dual lives – educated but an immigrant, American law and Red Hook justice.

In this section, Eddie gets to tell us, the audience, about why he hates Rodolpho so much. But he doesn’t get it all his own way: Alfieri talks about a father loving a daughter, or an uncle loving a niece, too much. This is the second character to have spoken about these improper affections – do you think Miller would have wanted to make Eddie’s affections obvious through actions or hidden just below the surface?  If you were directing the play, how should Eddie and Catherine act and react around each other?
The main premise of the play is first discussed here: American law ‘is not interested’ in Rodolpho and Catherine’s love BUT it is interested in how Rodolpho came to be in the country. We are reminded of Vinny’s story and Alfieri warns Eddie, and us, about what would happen if Eddie informed on the brothers.

What are Eddie’s problems with Rodolpho as described in this scene? Get as many as you can.


Act 1, Section 8: A Night In: Eddie Invites the Brothers to Boxing.

In this section, tension begins to mount and we see how strained the characters are becoming.  There has been a big change in the mood of the house since the first scene when we met them all. You can see the change in those important stage directions!

Look at them now and compare them to the stage directions in Act 1, Section 2. Write a few down to show the difference in the characters.
	The First Night at Home
	The Second Night at Home

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


We learn a lot about Marco in this scene.  So far, he has said very little; he has not appeared since we met him. He is a strong but quiet family man, we know, but he tells us just how much he is willing to stick up for his brother at the end of the section:

Miller gives us very explicit stage directions but there is room for interpretation: how would you direct the action from the moment Eddie’s punch lands? Remember, Marco may say little but he is a vital character: how will you get his feelings across?

Marco has shown that he sees Eddie’s hostility and has warned him, through his actions, not to do anything to Rodolpho:

Write a letter from Marco to his wife detailing your fears and worries about the situation.









