WHITE ROSES

PACE

1) Identify all of the long vowel sounds in the first three verses. Write out the words and underline the vowels that you have identified.                                                                                                                                
2) Which long sounds (including eye-rhyme assonance) do you think are deliberate assonantal rhymes? Explain why you think they are deliberate.

3) Why do you think Gillian Clarke has used such patterns in her poem?

4) Which long vowel sounds do you think are not deliberately chosen for their connecting effects?  Explain your answer. 

5) What is the effect of all of these vowel sounds, both deliberate and otherwise, on the pace of the poem?

6) Verse 1 of the poem does not mention the second main subject of the poem.  The pace of verse 1 is measured; it is not fast.  When the second main subject is introduced the pace does not alter; however, something extraordinary occurs at the mid-way point (the caesura) in line 6.  What happens?
7) From this point until the end of verse 3 the poem focuses on the boy’s pain, the way he is coping with the disease and personality issues.                                                                                      What is the effect of the contrast that is developed between the urgency shown by the understanding Gillian Clarke has of the boy’s condition in verses 2 and 3 and the pace of the poem which doesn’t particularly change?

8) Why do you think the last three words of verse three are all stressed (weighted the same) ?
