

What is the subject of the poem?

(What do you think the poem is about?) 

What is the poem’s theme? 

(What important ideas/issues are discussed at a deeper level?) 

What mood does the poem create? 

(What mood or tone is the poet trying to create for this poem? What emotions and attitudes are explored?)

Look for examples of imagery in this poem. 

(Does the poet use similes, metaphors or personification? What effects do they create?)

How is the poem structured? 

(How many verses are there? Is there a rhyming scheme? Is repetition used?)

Is there any other devices used in the poem? 

(Does the poet use alliteration, assonance or onomatopoeia? Are there any unusual words or spellings?) 

Literary devices you need to know: 

· Simile: Comparing two things together using ‘as’ or ‘like’.

e.g. as cold as ice. 

· Metaphor: Comparing two things together, saying they are the same. 

e.g. the traffic was murder

· Personification: A type of metaphor, comparing something to a human being.

e.g. the wind sighed gloomily. 

· Alliteration: Words beginning with the same sound.

e.g. burning bright. 

· Assonance: Repeated vowel sounds

e.g. dark arms.

· Onomatopoeia: Words that ‘sound like’ what they mean. 

e.g. hiss, bang 

· Tone : Tone describes the mood or atmosphere of a piece of writing. We can understand the tone from the type of language the writer uses. 
e.g. There are different words you can use to describe tone. Here are some of them:

Humorous

Confident

Cynical

Ironic

Solemn

Angry


Serious

Scathing

Mocking

Sad


Sarcastic

Personal

Pompous

Bitter


Dramatic

Wistful 
Poetry is when an emotion has found its thought and the thought has found words.  ~ Robert Frost

Activity

Decide which of these phrases are similes and metaphors.

The boxer had an iron fist. ______________________

The birds on the telegraph wire looked like music notes on a page. ________
They had to call and call 
And pick the worms off me like sticky pearls. ______________

Your hand is a warm stone I hold between two words. ______________

Create your own!

Simile: ______________________________________________________________
Metaphor: ______________________________________________________________
Personification: ______________________________________________________________
