Poetry
To understand a poem there are certain features of poetry you need to be aware of in order to appreciate how a poem ‘works’.

e.g. what the poet does to achieve the desired effect on the reader. 



Poets create ‘mental pictures’ in their poetry by choosing specific words and using similes, metaphors, and personification. Think about the effect these ‘mental pictures’ have on the poem. Sometimes it can help to visualise the imagery created. 
Things you should consider in your essay: 

· Welsh relevance

· Social significance of the poem

· What is the poet’s objective?

· Poem’s language and tone

· Devices used and their effect(s)
All statements should be backed up with appropriate quotations from the text.

Activity

Compare the two worlds presented in the poem. 

	Old
	New

	Personal milkman for the community

Horses are used to pull the light trap that carries the milk 


	Milkmen/women are a rarity. 

Milk is measured precisely. 


Questions
1) In a couple of sentences, summarise the ‘story’ (narrative) of the poem.

2) The poem is set out in one stanza. However a change of tone takes place. Where does this occur?

3) What effect does this have on the poem? 
4) This is a reflective poem, in which the narrator recalls a particular memory. Do you think he is he being too nostalgic? Why? 
5) Find evidence from the poem to support the following statements. 

· The narrator of the poem liked the milkman.
· Glyn looked after his horse, carriage and customers.

· The narrator’s experience with the milkman was magical.
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