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Activity 6.06
Risk assessment
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1
Put the five steps of risk assessment into the correct order by writing 1 to 5 in the second column of the table.

	Step
	Correct order

	Record the risk assessment
	

	Identify the hazards
	

	Review and revise the risk assessment
	

	Assess how likely and severely the hazard will harm someone
	

	Evaluate how to eliminate or minimise the risk
	


2
In a small group, read the following case study and risk assess the situation. Then answer the questions below.


a)
What are the hazards in this situation?

b)
What levels of risk have you identified?

c)
What steps should be taken to ensure the health and safety of the children?

d)
Who needs to be informed of the risk assessment?

Activity 6.06
Risk assessment (continued)

3
Children need to be challenged to take part in risky play to enable them to develop and learn. As a group discuss the levels of risk in the following activities and decide if you consider the risks to be acceptable or unacceptable, giving reasons. (Note: All activities are supervised.)

	Challenge and risk
	Level of risk – low, medium or high
	Are the risks acceptable or unacceptable? (Give reasons)

	Children over 8 years old climbing trees
	
	

	2–3-year-olds using sharp scissors
	
	

	An after-school club trip to the local swimming pool
	
	

	Children aged 5 and 6 years building a dam across a shallow stream
	
	

	A 12-year-old giving a 4-year-old a piggy-back ride round the playground
	
	

	Children under 8 years old pouring hot wax for candle making
	
	


Case study: Outdoor playground


Five children aged 3 and 4 years are playing outdoors at a nursery attached to an infant school. There is one early years practitioner and a learner supervising the children who are riding tricycles and playing with water. The area is separated from the infant school playground by a fence and a security gate, which is opened by a coded keypad.


The school caretaker comes to the nursery to tell the staff that there is a fault with the keypad and that the gate must be kept unlocked until it can be repaired the next day.
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