Indicative Dissertation Schedule

Use this schedule template to help you to plan your dissertation writing process. You may find the following tips helpful:

· It is best to start with the end date (i.e. submission) and work backwards.
· Plan to submit your dissertation at least two weeks before the final deadline to give you some protection against delays caused by unexpected problems. 

· Include in the schedule any other major commitments you may have during the dissertation writing period (e.g. examination revision). 
· Once you have drafted your schedule, think about when would be the best times for you to meet with your supervisor and insert them into the schedule.
	Stage of the dissertation writing process
	Number of days/weeks needed
	Start date
	End date

	STAGE ONE: Reading and research

	a) Seek to identify an original, manageable topic
	
	
	

	b) Reading and research into chosen topic
	
	
	

	STAGE TWO: The detailed plan

	a) Construct a detailed plan of the dissertation
	
	
	

	STAGE THREE: Initial writing

	a) Draft the various sections of the dissertation
	
	
	

	b) Undertake additional research where necessary
	
	
	

	STAGE FOUR: The first draft

	a) Compile and collate sections into first draft of dissertation
	
	
	

	b) check the flow of the dissertation
	
	
	

	c) Check the length of the dissertation
	
	
	

	d) Undertake any additional editing and research
	
	
	

	STAGE FIVE: Final draft

	a) Check for errors
	
	
	

	b) Prepare for submission
	
	
	

	c) Final proof-read (by a friend or yourself) and final editing
	
	
	

	d) Compile bibliography
	
	
	

	e) Get the dissertation bound
	
	
	

	f) Submit your dissertation
	
	
	


