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EDUCATION - A Sorry Story

‘Today education is under attack. Our government,the same government thatrode:
nto power 13 years ago on the slogan, education, education, education is now
slashing the education budget by over a quarter. Colleges across the country face.
cuts of ver £200 millon, and universiies of more than £900 million. Never before
have we seen an attack on education of this scae.

“The labour party says they can'tcontinue funding further and higher education n the
Same way. Bt we say thats rubbish. We say’ s the hypocrisy that's got o stop,
ot the funding. When labour was voted in 13 years ago, they sid they wanted to
improve education and narrow the gap between rich and poor. But what we've seen
nstead i the opposite! Seven million adults in Britain don't have basic teracy yet
there are now L. milion fewer at college than there were 10 years ago. With 3
millon people out of work, now i the time to expand education, not destroy it. And
what has the government done o get us out of this recession? It was the banks that
caused i, and is the banks that should get us out. But instead Gordon Brown bailed
outthe banks to the tune of £800 biion of public money. Money which should have
2one to education but which instead has gone to the very people who got us into this
mess. And guess wha's paying the price? Us of ourse, the normal people.

Sowhat does thi assault on education mean fo us? f rown carres out is threats,
there'll e 25% ess money inthe system. Not ony does this mean fewer college or
uni places for you, but it aiso means bigger classes, fewer course options and a
massive hike incoursefees. We're also faing widespread and devastating ob losses
for your teachers and support taff. And last, but not least the government are:
scrapping the EMA bonus and reducing the adult learner grant

So, what about for the wider society? Education s the only way out of poverty.
“These plans willwiden socialinequalty in Bitain, at a time when the gap between
rch and poor s already greater than ever. I's no coincidence that most of the cuts
wil it the poorest sctions of socety. For unemployed aduts seeking o retrain,
immigrants wishing t learn English orschool leavers looking forward to higher
education - the cuts will make all these aspirations a istant dream. IV the most
Vulnerable n society that wil be the hardest hit.
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