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Evidence-based teaching: 
The top ten methods 
An introduction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This document supports the material on the DVD and we would strongly recommend 
that you print this off before starting your session.   
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Introductions 
 

What is “Evidence Based Teaching”? 

 
Teaching is in a process of change, and like medicine 100 years ago, is 
abandoning fashions and fads and become evidence-based. 

Half a million experiments in real classrooms have revealed the teaching 
methods that work best.  These can improve students’ attainment by up to 
two grades compared to conventional practice.   

The evidence shows that teachers can make a huge difference to their pupils 
learning, so, developing the skills of delivering these 10 effective classroom 
methods will have direct impact on grades. 

This DVD can be used alongside resources such as Geoff Petty’s book 
“Evidence based Teaching” or Robert Marzano’s “Classroom Instruction that 
Works”.  It provides an overview of the methods and short clips of some of 
the methods being used in the classroom. 

This DVD can support the process of skills development. 

Teachers have as much to gain as students in meeting this professional 
challenge.  The methods make teaching less draining, and more interesting, 
as well as more effective.   
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How to use this resource 
 
The various video clips available on this DVD resource are accessed using the menu 
below. This allows you to play either the whole video or to select the sections you wish 
to view. 
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The top ten methods in order of their effectiveness. 
 
This list is based on the one identified in Robert Marzano’s “Classroom Instruction that 
Works”.   
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This list is a re-arrangement of the 10 methods in the order that you might 
use them in teaching a new topic.  
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Page | 6  
© 2010 Mediamerge Ltd  

 
 
How is evidence collected? 
 
Two similar groups are identified (perhaps classes in different schools) and both given a 
pre-test.  One group is taught in the “normal” way, while the other is taught using the 
test method. 
 

 
When the two groups are tested again, the difference is known as the “effect size”.  The 
methods shown in the DVD all have an effect size above 0.5: giving an improvement of 
at least 1 GCSE or A-level grade. 
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List of methods 
 
The left hand column gives the method name used in the DVD.  The right hand column 
shows alternative names or similar methods. 
 
Methods to Orientate your students 
 

 
 
 
Methods to Present new information 
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Methods to Apply new learning 
 

 
 
Methods to Review learning 
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Developing the skills: Supported experimentation 
 
Research by Joyce and Showers shows that individual INSET days have little long term 
effect on the learning of students. 
 
Staff need to develop these skills by practice. 
 
The role of senior staff is not to tell the teachers what to do, but simply to provide the 
opportunity for staff to develop their skills and, perhaps, to monitor the process to 
ensure that it happens. 
 
Individual groups of teachers (perhaps 3) should identify 2 or 3 methods from the list 
and discuss how they will try them out. 
 
They should then try them, unobserved, in their own lessons.  The first time they try it, it 
may not go well, however, after discussion with group members they try them again.  
After about 10 repeats the skill becomes embedded in the teachers skill-set. 
 
Like doctors and engineers, teachers must trust the evidence.  All the methods on the 
DVD have been shown to be effective.  If they are used, the students’ results will 
improve. 


