 A View From the Bridge – Arthur Miller.


These questions are designed to help you to get to know the text .  The page numbers refer to the Penguin Classics edition of the play – Arthur Miller, A View from the Bridge/All My Sons, ISBN 0-14-118350-0 – available in the ELC Library.

Questions.

1) Read pages 11, 12 & 13.

Write down five details about ‘RED HOOK’ that Alfieri tells the audience  - e.g.What the district is like? – What it is famous for?

Number your answers 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5.

2) Alfieri mentions that every few years there is a case which, ‘suddenly washes in with the green scent of the sea’.

What do you think he means by this?

3) What are we told about Eddie in the stage direction at the bottom of page 12?

4) What is Catherine wearing and how does Eddie react to her?

5) Read page 14.

Why does Eddie worry about Catherine ‘walkin’ wavy’?

6) Read pages 15 to 17.

Why should the landing of Beatrice’s cousins cause so much of a stir?

7) Read pages 17 to 20. 
Beatrice and Catherine bring Eddie around to accepting Catherine’s job.

What are his objections?  How do they convince him?

8a) Read page 21. 

       How does Catherine behave when she is given his approval?

b) What does this show about their relationship with each other? 

c) What advice does Eddie give Katie?

Questions.

9) Amongst the small-talk of coffee, bananas and spiders, additional 

information about the landing of illegal immigrants is shared. 

What advice does Eddie give the two women ? (ref. bottom of page 22.)

10) What do we learn about the community’s sense of honour from 

the story of Vinny Bolzano? (Page 23.)
11) Identify the main ways in which the syndicate does its business. (Page 24.)

12) A sense of Catherine’s, Beatrice’s and Eddie’s relationships is 

beginning to gain focus. (Pages 24/25.)
i) What has taken Eddie by surprise? 
ii) Why do you think Beatrice says to him, ‘ You’re the one is mad’?
iii) Why do you think Catherine is in danger of burning herself? 
The arrival of ‘the submarines’ heralds another major change in the Carbone household.

Read page 27.

13) a) What does Catherine notice about Marco and especially 

Rodolpho?

b) How does she react to the way Rodolpho looks?

14) Read pages 27 & 28.

Compare the speeches of Marco and Rodolpho.

Who says the most?

Who says the least?

Who is the most entertaining?

15) Marco tells the family what the conditions of life are like for his 

family in Sicily.  Describe them in your own words.

16) Marco calls Eddie ‘Eduardo’ at the top of page 30. Why do you  

he does this? 

17) What do we learn about Rodolpho on pages 30, 31 and 32?

a) Do you think his dreams are realistic?

b) Do you think he is talented?

c) Do you think Marco thinks he is talented?

d) Do you think Catherine thinks he is talented?

e) Do you think Rodolpho thinks he is talented?

         Try to justify your opinions with evidence from the text.

18) Eddie and Catherine are beginning to be at odds with each other 

at the bottom of page 32. 

What do you think is beginning to happen?

19) How does Eddie assert his authority? (Top of p.36)

20) Eddie continues being at odds with Catherine.

How does he admonish her for wearing dressy shoes?

21) Eddie starts to become suspicious of Rodolpho on page 33.

Eddie shows his disapproval of Catherine’s dressiness in a remark he makes to Marco and Beatrice.

a) What is it?

b) Rodolpho misses the point. What does Rodolpho think?

c) What do the following lines confirm?

Catherine:   You like sugar?

Rodolpho:   Sugar? Yes! I like sugar very much!

[ Eddie is downstage, watching as she pours a spoonful of sugar into his cup,his face puffed with trouble, and the room dies.  Lights rise on Alfieri.] 

22) Refer to the top of page 34.

How does Alfieri in the role of narrator show to the audience that the play is beginning to turn towards tragedy?

23) Read pages  34 & 35

i) Write down three criticisms Eddie has of Rodolpho.

ii) Why do you think Beatrice says, ‘Listen, you ain’t gonna start nothing here’?

24) Who are the ‘submarines’ that Louis refers to ?
25) Refer to the bottom of page 38 and page 39.

Why is Eddie uncomfortable when he stands-up for Rodolpho in his dialogue with Mike?

26) How is Catherine’s line: Hey, Eddie – what a picture we saw! Did we laugh! ironic?
27) Rodolpho is unaware of the effect of his desire to got to Broadway upon Eddie.  Why doesn’t Rodolpho’s attempt at familiarity cut any ice with Eddie on p39?
28) Read page 40 to top of page 45.
Catherine and Eddie are both talking about Rodolpho.  What are their different points of view?  How do they see him?  How do they differ?
29) Read page 43 to top page 45.
i) Beatrice tells Catherine that she needs to grow up.  Write 



down two pieces of specific advice she gives.

ii) How does Catherine find such advice difficult?  Why is she astounded?

30) How do we know that the play is becoming more serious for Catherine from the stage directions at the top of page 45?
READ ALL OF P.55
31)     Marco:   Yes we eat very good on the boats – especially 

                           when Rodolpho comes along: everybody gets fat.

Rodolpho’s abilities are the source of Eddie’s developing antagonism towards him.   By referring to the stage directions:-

i]  What effect does Eddie’s outburst have on Catherine and 

     Rodolpho?

ii] By what actions does Eddie reveal his feelings?

By considering what is said :-

a]   How does Eddie make a comparison between himself and 

      Rodolpho?

b]  Why do you think Eddie suggests going to “the bouts”?

32) Read P.56

Write down 3 extracts from the text which show that there is another intention, other than merely a friendly boxing lesson, 

at work.

33) On page 57 Eddie repeats an adjective Catherine had previously used for Rodolpho’s singing earlier in the play. What do you think Eddie means by the use of this word?

34) Marco reacts [uneasily] on P55 and [dubiously] on P57. Why?

35) How does Rodolpho’s instruction to Catherine to dance on p57 contrast with his refusal on p54?

36) Why do you think his attitude has changed?

37) What do you think Rodolpho is thinking when he says;

“No, no, he didn’t hurt me.[To Eddie with a certain gleam and a smile] I was only surprised.

38) Why do you think Catherine and Rodolpho stop dancing on 

on p58?

39) What does Marco’s show of strength indicate in the changing 

relationships between  himself and Eddie?

ACT 2

40) The tone Alfieri sets at the beginning of this Act on p59 contrasts with the end of Act 1.

i]  How is this achieved?

ii]  Why do you think Miller does this?

41)     Catherine:   You hungry?

           Rodolpho:    Not for anything to eat?

           There are at least two ways to read this.  What are they?

42)      Why does Catherine want to live with Rodolpho in Italy?

43) Rodolpho develops a view of his life in Italy and the potential for his life in America on pages 60+61.  What are the differences?

44) How does Rodolpho change Catherine’s romantic notion of living in poverty together?

45) What does Catherine say on page 62 that shows her love for Eddie?

46) At the top of page 63 Rodolpho uses an analogy of having ‘a little bird’ in his hand.

          How is this appropriate?  How is it inappropriate?

47) At the bottom of page 63 there is a significant turn in the 

dramatic action.

What has prompted this outburst?

48) Read the top of page 64.

i]   What is the cause of Catherine’s turmoil?

ii]  How does the text show that her emotions are in conflict?

49) Why do you think Eddie kisses both Catherine and Rodolpho?

50) Catherine declares, “I’ll kill you.”

          What do you think the significance of this declaration is in the 

           play? 

51) What do you understand by the stage directions at the bottom of p64 and the top of p65?

52) Eddie says ‘ You see?’ to Catherine.

i]     What do you think he thinks she sees?

ii]    What do you think she sees?

53)     How is Eddie trying to ‘write the play’ at this point?   What is 

           his ‘end game’?

54)     What are the main elements of the ‘nightmare’ of which Alfieri 

becomes aware? 

55)     So in other words, he won’t leave?”

How does this realisation affect Alfieri’s contribution to the tragedy?

56) How does the First Officer behave in this scene?

57)  Read the stage direction at the bottom of page 75 and the top of page 76.  These actions provide a cameo of the drama at this point in the play.  What forces do you think are being unleashed?

58) On page 76 the First Officer gives some advice.

i]    What is it?

ii]   Why do you think Eddie reacts in the way he does?

59) At the bottom of page 76 Catherine declares Rodolpho was born in Philadelphia.  What is the irony in this?

60) At the top of page 77 Marco accuses Eddie.  How intensely does he react?

61) At the bottom of page 77 which  stylistic device does Miller use to communicate the strength of Eddie’s passion?

62) Alfieri says to Marco;

             “ You’re an honourable man, I will believe your promise.”          

                What is the problem with the word ‘honourable’ here?

63) Rodolpho says to Marco –

              “Please, you’re not going to do anything; you know 

                you’re not.”

                       [Marco is silent.]

           Do you think that Rodolpho is really being candid at this 

           point?

64) At the bottom of page 78 Marco says ;

“He (Alfieri) knows such a promise is dishonourable.”

Alfieri’s response is;

“ To promise not to kill is not dishonourable.”

What is the difference in  the notions of honour/dishonour that develop between Marco and Alfieri on page 79?

65) Alfieri’s advice to Marco appears as inappropriate to Marco as his earlier advice was to Eddie when Eddiee sought advice on the problem of Rodolpho’s affair with Catherine.

What does Alfieri’s reference to God show about:

i]    His knowledge of Sicilian justice?

ii]   His inability to successfully advise either Marco or Eddie?

iii]   American law.      

66) Why do you think Marco [lowers his eyes] before he says: “All right”?

67) Does Marco give Alfieri the promise he wishes to exact from him?

68) Marco says ‘All right’ again at the bottom of p79.  What do you think this means to him?

69) What is the dramatic impact of Marco facing Alfieri alone at the top of p.80 when he says: ‘Only God, Marco’.

70) READ p.80.

Why do you think Eddie tells Beatric: ‘You be on my side or on their side, that’s all’?

71) Catherine launches a savage attack on Eddie.

i) Do  you think it is justified?

ii) Do you think Eddie would feel it was justified?

iii) Why does Beatrice think it is unjustified?

                                                                                Explain your answers.

72) What effect does Marco going to church have on Beatrice? 

73) Why does Eddie want to fight Marco? Ref.top of page82.  

74) Why aren’t Rodolpho’s apologies sufficient to placate Eddie?

75) Eddie clearly states the issues about Rodolpho as he sees them. 

What are they?

76) As the play reaches its climax Beatrice divines another motive for Eddie’s possessiveness of Catherine.  What is it?

77) What happens to make any further understanding impossible?

78) What does Eddie think the Bible has to do with the climax of the play?

79) Eddie calls Marco a liar twice.  What do you think about this?

80) Beatrice’s final words to Eddie are ‘Yes,yes.’

What is she  assenting to !!?!!

