Conflicting ideas of justice in the play.

Eddie’s idea – he follows the conventions of his community. Partly he is driven by his responsibility towards Catherine – he sees himself as her guardian/father. The social mores of the Sicilians means that she should be protected from unsolicited advances – the parents give permission;

                       “it ain’t so free here, either.”  

He should be able to protect  his daughter from a “weird”.

He should not break the rules of his community – e.g. omerta.

There should be some direct redress for all ‘wrongs’, especially those perceived by him as touching Catherine.

His plan for her future should not be subverted by a Principal and if it is it should definitely not be derailed by a ‘punk’.

Marco should acknowledge the contract he has with him and give him respect.

Marco’s idea of justice – there should be redress for the injustice of having been shopped to the authorities.

A promise not to kill is dishonourable – therefore a promise to kill is honourable.

That a personal vendetta is noble/honourable.

That God will allow his vengeance, especially as he accuses Eddie of killing his children.

Blood is essential – his relationship with his family members overrides everything else.

Alfieri’s idea of justice – is that it is a difficult concept.  The American law allows the settlement of disputes by agreement :

               “now we settle for half.”

Mafia justice means one side winning out – there are no half measures. (Blood will triumph in all things.)

Justice is very important:

             “Oh, there were many here who were justly shot by unjust men.”

A young woman has the right to grow-up and go her own way – this is natural…if anyone stands in the way of this:

                “ a river will drown you.”

He sees both sides.

The Mafia personalised issues of vengeance and revenge are not possible under American Law.

“Only God makes justice.”
Beatrice declares:

               “The truth is not as bad as blood.”
