A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

MAFIA TERMINOLOGY

Burn – to murder

Make a marriage  - to bring two parties together for legitimate or        

            (wedding)               illegitimate Family affairs

Omerta – the code of silence, to break it is punishable by death

Piece  - a gun

Rat  - a member who violates Omerta – synonyms – squealer, canary, 
           snitch, stool pigeon, yellow dog

Take a walk – to conduct sensitive discussions to avoid being

                         overheard.

Crew  -  a group of ‘soldiers’ that take orders from a capo (a 

               skipper/captain))

To make/ give a pass  - to grant a reprieve from being 

                                        ‘whacked’(murdered) 

Straighten out - Resolve a dispute. Formally induct a Mafia 
                            member
