ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS – A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

FIRST SECTION GREEN

1) ANY FIVE FROM THE FOLLOWING:-

· It is a slum

· Justice is very important

· On the seaward side of Brooklyn Bridge

· People lack elegance, glamour

· A Mafia district

· Has become more civilised

· A violent past

· The people distrust priests and lawyers

· Now settle for half

· Alfieri no longer needs  a pistol.

2) This is one of the few examples of figurative language. Alfieri uses this mixed metaphor for the interest he has in the case which is  unusual, strange,  dramatic and surprising. It is compelling, too.
3) We are told that Eddie is 40, slightly overweight and is highlighted by a spot-light. He has joined in with his work-mates in pitching coins.

4) Catherine is wearing a short dress; she has also had her hair “fixed” differently. Initially, Eddie is very complementary. He calls her “beautiful”. His second response is to admonish her for the shortness of her dress; he is concerned about her.

5) Eddie is worried about Catherine “walkin’ wavy” because she is accentuating her sexuality and causing a minor sensation. He does not think that she has the maturity to handle men’s interest in her.

6) The cousins are a week early and they are illegal immigrants.

7) He wants her to finish schooling and training. He is “strangely nervous” about the district and ‘Nostrand Avenue’ where she will work. He does not want her to work in the same type of area as ‘Red Hook’ as there would be no social upward mobility. He is surprised by the amount of money she will earn but essentially he is argued around to accepting her going to work by Beatrice who forcefully argues the case in her favour and by the way Catherine looks: she is beguiling, “With your hair that way you look like  Madonna.”  He relents and has a change of heart which finds expression in this religious expression.

8) a)   She rushes and hugs him.    b) Their relationship is warm, loving, tender and spontaneous.   c) He is concerned that she’ll be chewed-up by the plumbers and the men she works with. He advises her not to trust anyone “ the less you trust the less you be sorry” because “most people ain’t people.”
9) They must remain silent about the two illegal immigrants under all circumstances as there are spies( stool-pigeons) in the community. He insists upon their adherence to emerta.

10) The community’s sense of honour is fierce and backed-up with force. Loyalty to one’s family is an obligation which over-rides all other considerations. Retributive justice is the expected nor m for any transgressions of this code.
11) He syndicate does its business through bribery :

“The captain gets a piece, maybe one of the mates, piece for one of the

Guys in Italy who fixed the papers.”

             If you keep the Mafia meaning of the word “piece” in mind (a firearm), then there is a chilling understated suggestion of the protection racket in what Eddie says.

             The symbolism of Eddie slicing and eating pieces of Apple at the same time as he explains the way syndicate works to the women would also not be lost on the New York audience who know their city as ‘The Big Apple.’ 
As Eddie seems to be very knowledgeable in these matters, the audience is left wondering precisely who he is and what or who does he know.

12) i)  He is taken by surprise that she has grown-up.

ii) Beatrice believes that Eddie hasn’t grasped the situation at all, especially as Catherine is growing into a young woman.

iii) Catherine is in danger of burning herself from a variety of viewpoints.

1)  Literally, she is lighting Eddie’s cigar and she omits to blow-out the match. She is obviously entranced and spell-bound by having had permission from the most important male in her life to make her decision to start work. It is as if he has given his seal of approval to her becoming an adult.

Metaphorically, or symbolically, the same action can be read in at least two more ways :-

Is her lighting of his cigar suggestive in a sexual way. The symbolism of the cigar as a phallic symbol is a common interpretation amongst commentators. Does her forgetting to blow-out the match indicate an unacknowledged sexual element to her attraction to Eddie?
Is there a Mafia double meaning?  ‘To burn’ someone means to kill them on Mafia parlance. Is Eddie’s warning to her offered as advice as he thinks that she is growing-up too quickly and could be biting off more than she can chew by accepting the job in ‘Nostrand Avenue@.  Is he telling her to avoid making excessive or rash decisions which could result in her putting herself in danger? 

