White Roses – Symbolism
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A focus for her poem – a way to organise and shape a variety of responses:-





The natural world that knows both beauty & death is united by a potent symbol.


The process of dying for this boy – very fast, like the dying of this rose


The Carer / Poet finds a world of literary allusion and consolation opened by the symbol.


The indifference of the natural world of the rose provides the focus for a caring poem.


A way for the poet to write without her emotions being torn to shreds, yet also explore the beauty of life even in its most vulnerable and fragile moment.





Challenge: Try to comprehend the rose in its entirety





White Roses





White


Innocence


Purity – cradle clothes


Rites of Passage


Death - shroud





Bloom


Nature


Growing


Transient


Water & Sunlight








Bloom


Opening


Full Blown


Collapses


Dies





Bloom


Terrible Speed


Fearful


The awful emotional understanding of the child dying is mediated by the symbol for the poetess. She finds a way to write about the dying process





Bloom – Literally the flower


Metaphorically: 


Leukaemia


Cancer


The Child





Fine White China


(Simile)


Beautiful


Delicate


Fragile


Translucent


Large


Expensive











Unconcern – The rose grows in the garden where there is rain. It is harsh and cold in comparison to the inside world














