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UNIT 40: Criminal Investigation Practice  GLH: 60   34 Weeks


	

	WEEK
	TOPIC
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	LEARNING ACTIVITY
RESOURCES
	ASSESSMENT

KEY SKILLS

	1.
16/09 
	Induction and introduction to course.
Class
	Outline course and expectations

Learning objective 1 – Crime scene examination
Aim – Recap principles of CS examination
· Discuss rights

	Learning activity: Discuss layout and progression of the course. Discuss expectations.
Discuss role of FS in CS examination
Discuss understanding about police duties and rights. Consider WACO
Resources:

Teacher presentation via PowerPoint 

Refer to student course booklet on Moodle
Refer to outline of unit specification on the Moodle. WACO DVD
	Assessment:

Observe and facilitate students

Q+A students for verbal answers


	2.
23/09 
	Crime scene examination.

	Learning objective 1 – Crime scene investigation and examination
Aim - Recall procedure

· Outline the role of FOA in CS examination

· Outline the role of CSM and other roles


	Learning activity: Consider and recall all aspects of CS examination and incorporate new roles such as that of the first attending officer. Use text to fill in notes. Read roles of other duties and complete the homework on specialist roles
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 Roles in SWP
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 Sustainability at the crime scene
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Health risks at the CS
Resources:

Text books, class notes, projector and whiteboard

	Assessment: Check the quality of the notes taken. Check understanding about aspects of contamination and chain of custody.
Key Skills: Application of number
N3.1 Plan an activity and get relevant

information from relevant sources.


	WEEK
	TOPIC
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	LEARNING ACTIVITY
RESOURCES
	ASSESSMENT

KEY SKILLS

	3
30/09
	Crime scene examination 

Class and prac

	Learning outcome 1 – Crime scene examination

Aim – Understand the basic stages of a search
· Type and variation of scene

· Weather, temperature

· FOA
· Equipment

· Preservation of the scene

· Contamination issues

· H&S

· PPE


	Learning activity: Read the basic stages of crime scene searching and discuss any variations. Notes on all aspects and Q and A. Role play in CS, consider important areas such as contamination or scene preservation.
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Contamination
Resources: Notes on CS examination, PPT and whiteboard. Task 2 an overview of CS search, CS room and scenario
	Assessment: Q and A session, role play in CS
Key Skills

Application of number

Working with others

	4
07/10
	Crime scene examination 

Class
Assignment 1
Crime Scene Essay
	Learning outcome 1 – Crime scene examination

Aim – provide understanding about the documentation 
· To distinguish between various types of evidence

· To recall the steps taken at a CS
Assignment 1 – An overview of the practice of crime scene investigation.

Essay of at least 1000 words

Describing the scientific principles used in the recovery of evidence at a crime scene and the analysis in a laboratory.

	Learning activity: Read notes on documentation types, evidence types and complete the tasks in groups. Each group is to present its case to the other.
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 Local cases
Resources: Class notes, note paper, whiteboard, projector
Learner activity: Students are to show extensive reading and research as well as the ability to plan and evaluate.
	Assessment: Group work skills, leadership and knowledge.
Key Skills: Communication: C3.1a Take part in a group discussion.
C3.2 Read and synthesise information from at least two documents about the same

subject. Each document must be a minimum of 1000 words long.


	5
14/10
	Crime scene examination 


	Learning outcome 1 – Crime scene examination

Aim – To outline and recall scientific method
· Why is it used

· Why is it important
	Learning activity: Read and discuss notes on scientific method and complete the activities
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 Miscarriages of Justice

	Assessment: Classwork and notes to be completed.

	6
21/10
	Crime scene examination 


	Learning objective 1 + 2 - Crime scene examination

Aim – Crime scene processing

· Consider 5 ‘W’s’
· Recording/ sketch

· Extraneous notes

· Documentation

· Chain of custody

· Packaging

· Anti contamination techniques
	Learning activity: Class to carry out a crime scene examination, following all procedures and collecting, packaging and examining evidence.
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Use of PPE
Resources: Crime scene room with scenario set up. Evidence and packaging, evidence bags and crime scene kits.
	Assessment: Each student to have a complete set of notes and sketch or photos as well as carrying out the appropriate role.

Key Skills: Working with others

	Half
	Term
	Half 
	Term
	Half Term

	7

04/11
	Crime scene techniques – Document Analysis
Prac


	Learning objective 2 – Understand the theoretical and practical techniques of criminal investigation.

Aim – Document examination

· Examine the role of a document examiner.

· Discuss what constitutes a ‘document’

· Forgery detection

· Practical examination of suspect handwriting.
	Learning activity: Students are required to write out a dictated piece and hand in. The notes are then copied and swapped and each student then has to identify the handwriting from an unknown source.
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 Sustainable techniques
Resources: Handwriting samples, handout on document analysis and handwriting.

	Assessment: Hand in Assignment1
Check if all students accurately matched the correct samples.

Key Skills: C3.2 Read and synthesise information from at least two documents about the same subject. Each document must be a minimum of 1000 words long.


	8

11/11
	Crime scene techniques - Glass

Prac
	Learning objective 2 – Understand the theoretical and practical techniques of criminal investigation.

Aim –  Understand the importance of Glass Refractive index and Glass shatter patterns.

· Examine glass plate and establish the order of incidence of bullet holes.


	Learning activity: Students are provided with pane of glass with three bullet holes. After discussing notes, they are required to establish the order that the holes were made.
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Risk assessment and handling
Resources: Notes and handout on glass. PPT and whiteboard. Glass plate with bullet holes. Questionnaire. 

	Assessment: 


	9

18/11
	Laboratory examination - Toxicology

Prac
	Learning objective 2 – Understand the theoretical and practical techniques of criminal investigation.

Aim – To investigate the analysis of drugs of abuse.

· To examine the requirements for collecting and packaging drugs and toxins at a crime scene.
	Learning activity: Students are required to carry out a toxicological analysis of unknown substances according to procedure.
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 Risk assessment and handling
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 Trichotech plc
Resources: Household substances such as flour and sugar. Chemical reagents, spot test plates and glass wear.


	

	10
25/11
	Laboratory examination – Serology and Pathology

Prac


	Learning objective 2 – Understand the theoretical and practical techniques of criminal investigation.

Aim – To practice the presumptive tests available for testing possible bloodstains at a crime scene.

· To investigate the role of the forensic pathologist and time of death.

	Learning activity: Students are required to study the theory behind presumptive tests such as K-M, and the theory of Precipitin and Luminol and carry out tests for all of these as well as blood typing tests in order to analyse a bloodstain found at the crime scene.
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 Singleton Pathology Dept
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Risk assessment and handling
Resources: Blood testing kits, precipitin, K-M and luminal, laboratory space and relevant glasswear


	Assessment: Show the ability to successfully carry out the tests.



	11
02/12
	Laboratory examination – Anthropology
	Learning objective 2 – Understand the theoretical and practical techniques of criminal investigation.

Aim – To Introduce the role of the forensic anthropologist.
· To be able to identify bones and note differences between male and female skeletons.
	Learning activity: Students are required to learn the theory and take notes and then examine the skeleton to note differences.
Resources: Teaching skeleton, notes, PPt, whiteboard and projector

	

	12
09/12

	Laboratory examination - Odontology
	Learning objective 2 – Understand the theoretical and practical techniques of criminal investigation.

Aim – To introduce the role of the forensic odontologist.
· To note differences in teeth and jaws
	Learning activity: Students should read and complete notes with the help of the PPt. Students will create their own dental impression using non-toxic putty and draw and compare any similarities and difrerences.
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 Swansea Dental Hosp
Resources: class notes, PPt, whiteboard and projector, non-toxic putty

	

	13
16/12
	Laboratory examination – GSR and weapons
	Learning objective 2 – Understand the theoretical and practical techniques of criminal investigation.

Aim – To introduce Gun shot residue and the ferrozine test.
· To look at different weapons and decide on the usefulness as evidence.
	Learning activity: Students will read and take notes, learning about different weapons and GSR testing. They will select a weapon and working in groups will decide what type of injury it would cause, velocity of BS, usefulness as forensic evidence.
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 Risk assessment and handling

Resources: Range of weapons, GSR testing kit.
	

	Christmas 
	Holidays
	Christmas 
	Holidays
	

	14
06/01
	Assignment 2 – Crime Scene exam
Group 1
	Learning objective 2 – Understand the theoretical and practical techniques of criminal investigation.

Aim – Practice collecting, packaging and analysing evidence found at a simulated crime scene.

· Collect evidence from a simulated crime scene using appropriate methods.

· Analyse the evidence in the laboratory

· Present the findings
	Learning activity: Groups of students are to follow all procedures for examining a crime scene and fill all roles. Evidence is to be collected and correctly packaged and follow the chain of custody.
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 Packaging evidence
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PPE at CS
Resources: Simulated crime scene, evidence and packaging material

	Assessment: Students observed and assessed on their abilities in the crime scene. As per criteria P2,M2 D2

Group 2 off

Group 3 research

	15

13/01
	Assignment 2 – Crime Scene exam
Group 2
	Learning objective 2 – Understand the theoretical and practical techniques of criminal investigation.

Aim – Practice collecting, packaging and analysing evidence found at a simulated crime scene.

· Collect evidence from a simulated crime scene using appropriate methods.

· Analyse the evidence in the laboratory

· Present the findings
	Learning activity: Groups of students are to follow all procedures for examining a crime scene and fill all roles. Evidence is to be collected and correctly packaged and follow the chain of custody.
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 PPE at CS
Resources: Simulated crime scene, evidence and packaging material

	Assessment: Students observed and assessed on their abilities in the crime scene. As per criteria P2,M2 D2

Group 1 analysis

Group 3 off

	16

20/01
	Assignment 2 – Crime Scene exam
Group 3
	Learning objective 2 – Understand the theoretical and practical techniques of criminal investigation.

Aim – Practice collecting, packaging and analysing evidence found at a simulated crime scene.

· Collect evidence from a simulated crime scene using appropriate methods.

· Analyse the evidence in the laboratory

· Present the findings
	Learning activity: Groups of students are to follow all procedures for examining a crime scene and fill all roles. Evidence is to be collected and correctly packaged and follow the chain of custody.

Resources: Simulated crime scene, evidence and packaging material

	Assessment: Students observed and assessed on their abilities in the crime scene. As per criteria P2,M2 D2

Group 1 research and hand in

Group 2 analysis

	17

27/01
	Assignment 2 – Crime Scene exam

	Learning objective 2 – Understand the theoretical and practical techniques of criminal investigation.

Aim – Practice collecting, packaging and analysing evidence found at a simulated crime scene.

· Collect evidence from a simulated crime scene using appropriate methods.

· Analyse the evidence in the laboratory

Present the findings
	Learning activity: Groups of students are to follow all procedures for examining a crime scene and fill all roles. Evidence is to be collected and correctly packaged and follow the chain of custody.

Resources: Simulated crime scene, evidence and packaging material

	Group 2 hand in assignment 2

Group 3 analysis

	18

03/02
	Interview
	Learning objective 3 – Interview techniques

Aim – Understanding the British legal system
	Learning activity: Students to follow notes and complete tasks in handbook.
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 Bridgend Police HQ
Resources: Handbook, PPt, whiteboard, projector
	Group 3 hand in assignment 2

	19

10/02
	Interview
	Learning objective 3 – Interview techniques

Aim – Use fundamental interviewing techniques to obtain information.

· Types of interview technique

· Interrogation techniques

· Body language and communication skills

· Use of force

· Memory

· False confession


	Learning activity: Visiting lecturer to deliver a talk on witness interviewing techniques taught in the police force. Students to take notes and Q and A

Resources: 
	

	Half
	Term
	Half Term
	Term
	Half Term

	20

24/02
	Interview
	Learning objective 3 – Interview techniques

Aim – Gain a deeper insight into interviewing techniques.
	Learning activity: Visit to Bridgend Police Headquarters to observe interviewing techniques. Take notes and Q and A


	

	21

03/03
	Interview
	Learning objective 3 – Interview techniques

Aim – Use fundamental interviewing techniques to obtain information.

· Interview role play

· Expert witness

· Evidence in court


	Learning activity: Visiting lecturer to deliver a talk on suspect interviewing techniques taught in the police force. Students to take notes and Q and A
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 Bridgend Police HQ
	Assessment: 



	22

10/03
	Assignment 3 – Interviewing a witness
	Learning objective 3 – Interview techniques

Aim – Test knowledge and understanding of interview techniques

· Apply interview techniques

· Describe and provide examples of lines of questioning

· Evaluate criminal interview techniques and accuracy of info provided.
	Learning activity: Students will carry out interview and investigation techniques they have learned on volunteers. The volunteers will watch a crime and then recall under interview all the details.
Resources: Crime DVD, volunteer witnesses, projector and screen, interview room, notepad and notes.
	Assessment: Completion of an interview using relevant methods and submission of and essay as per criteria P3, M3, D3

	23

17/03
	Assignment 3 – Interviewing a witness
	Learning objective 3 – Interview techniques

Aim – Test knowledge and understanding of interview techniques

· Apply interview techniques

· Describe and provide examples of lines of questioning

· Evaluate criminal interview techniques and accuracy of info provided.
	Learning activity: Students will carry out interview and investigation techniques they have learned on volunteers. The volunteers will watch a crime and then recall under interview all the details.

Resources: Crime DVD, volunteer witnesses, projector and screen, interview room, notepad and notes.
	Assessment: Completion of an interview using relevant methods and submission of and essay as per criteria P3, M3, D3

	24

24/03
	Investigative skills
	Learning objective 4 – Investigative skills

Aim – The criminal trial process
	Learning activity: Students will watch PPT and listen and read notes filling in required sections, Q and A on the British system

Resources: PPT, whiteboard and projector, class notes
	Group 1Assignment 3 hand in 

	25

31/03
	Investigative skills
	Learning objective 4 – Investigative skills

Aim – Police powers and PACE
	Learning activity: Students will watch PPT and listen and read notes filling in required sections, Q and A on PACE 

Resources: PPT, whiteboard and projector, class notes
	Group 2Assignment 3 hand in

	Easter 
	Holidays
	Easter 
	Holidays
	

	26

21/04
	Investigative skills
	Learning objective 4 – Investigative skills

Aim - Describe the skills required to be a good investigator.

· Analytical assessment of evidence

· Accurate and ethical recording

· Conflict and ambiguity
	Learning activity: Discussion on ethics and conflict and ambiguity. Read class notes
Resources: Class notes and handouts
	

	27

28/04
	Investigative skills
	Learning objective 4 – Investigative skills

Aim – Describe the skills required to be a good investigator.

· Identifying patterns

· Developing and testing hypothesis

· Drawing conclusions

· Presentation


	Learning activity: Exercise on identifying patterns, murder mystery.
Reaources: Class notes, paper exercise
	

	28

05/05
	Investigative skills
	Learning objective 4 – Investigative skills

Aim – To understand the role of the CID officer
	Learning activity: Visiting lecturer to deliver a talk on suspect interviewing techniques taught in the police force. Students to take notes and Q and A


	

	29

12/05
	Assignment 4 – Investigative skills job application
	Learning objective 4 – Investigative skills

Aim – Demonstrate investigative and communication skills in a criminal investigation

· Describe the role of an investigator

· Explain how effective investigation aid a criminal investigation
	
	

	30

19/05
	Assignment 4 – Investigative skills job application
	Learning objective 4 – Investigative skills

Aim – Demonstrate investigative and communication skills in a criminal investigation

· Describe the role of an investigator

· Explain how effective investigation aid a criminal investigation
	
	

	31
26/05
	
	
	
	Assignment 4 hand in

	Half
	Term
	Half 
	Term
	Half Term

	32

09/06
	
	
	
	

	33

16/06
	Improve
	
	
	

	34
	
	· 
	
	

	35
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BTEC National diploma in Applied Science (Forensic Science)








