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UNIT 35 : Forensic Psychology 60 GLH        34 Weeks

	

	WEEK
	TOPIC
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	LEARNING ACTIVITY
RESOURCES
	ASSESSMENT

KEY SKILLS

	1. 14/9
	Introduction to 2nd year of course and outline of unit
Definition of forensic psychology and areas of psychology
	Learning objective 1 –Understand the concept of forensic psychology and how it is applied (P1, M1, D1)
Aim –To introduce students to the second year unit and introduce the concept of forensic psychology
SSBAT:

· Understand the topics to be covered in unit 35: Forensic psychology

· Define the term forensic psychology
· Compare forensic psychology to other areas of psychology e.g. clinical, educational, occupational psychology
	Learning activity:
Group discussion on ‘what is forensic psychology’ and what forensic psychologists do
Individual activity – students to read through areas of psychology and complete questions in student workbook

Resources:

Teacher presentation via PowerPoint on ‘what is forensic psychology’
Refer to student course booklet on VLE

Refer to unit specification
Student workbook


	Assessment:
Group discussion: Key skills level 3 Communication.
Q+A students for answers on the different areas of psychology

	2. 21/9
	Forensic psychology and the role of a forensic psychologist
	Aim – To explain the role of a forensic psychologist and the evaluate the contribution that forensic psychology makes to the legal process
SSBAT:

· Outline the key tasks of a forensic psychologist and 
describe where forensic psychologists work e.g. prison service, NHS, young offender institutions
- Explain the training and education involved in becoming a forensic psychologist
 - Describe the differing roles of a forensic psychologists e.g. as an expert witness, offender profiling, treatment of offenders

· Evaluate the contribution that forensic psychologists have made to aspects of the legal process
	Learning Activity:
Students to complete student booklet on the role of a forensic psychologist

Complete Internet Activity on the effectiveness of forensic psychology e.g. offender profiling, treatment of offenders.

Resources:

Teacher PowerPoint presentation of ‘the role of a forensic psychologist’

Student booklet on the role of a forensic psychologist

Computer room with Internet access
	Assessment:
Q+A students for answers to questions on training and education for forensic psychology

Observe and facilitate note taking

Students to complete Internet Activity for homework



	3. 28/9/08
	Handout Assignment 1

(Assignment support lesson)
	Aim -  To re-visit the Internet activity on forensic psychology and to introduce  students to their first assignment on the role of a forensic psychologist
SSBAT

· Evaluate the effectiveness that forensic psychologists make to one aspect of the legal process e.g. offender profiling, the treatment of offenders

· Understand the purpose of the assignment brief and discuss what is needed for assignment 1

· Conduct research on the Internet and identify websites that are relevant to their assignment

	Learning Activity
Students to engage in a discussion about the effectiveness of forensic psychology e.g. discussion of offender profiling and the treatment of offenders

Discussion of assignment brief and its requirements

Plan assignment individually

Resources:

Completed answers on Internet Activity

Assignment brief
Example job description of a prison psychologist

Access to computer room with internet access
	Assessment:
Q+A students for answers on Internet Activity

Discussion on the effectiveness of forensic psychology: level 3 key skill communication

Teacher to answer questions on what is needed for assignment 1

	4. 5/10/08
	Assignment support lesson
	Aim – To allow students to conduct research for assignment 1 and to provide support for this activity
SSBAT:

·  Conduct research on the Internet and identify websites that are relevant to their assignment

· Start producing a booklet on the role of a forensic psychologist for assignment 1


	Learning Activity:
Students to individually conduct their own independent research for their assignment brief on the role of a forensic psychologist

Students to begin preparing a booklet covering the criteria on the assignment brief

Resources:

Assignment brief

Access to computers with Internet access

Websites for students to access include:

www.bps.org.uk/careers
www.all-about-forensic-psychology.com/ 
	Assessment:
Teacher to facilitate student research and assist with structure of booklet

Teacher to provide necessary feedback and support to students when completing their assignment



	5. 12/10/08
	Assignment support lesson
Hand in assignment 1
	Aim – To allow students to conduct research for assignment 1 and to provide support for this activity

SSBAT:

·  Conduct research on the Internet and identify websites that are relevant to their assignment

· Complete booklet on the role of a forensic psychologist for assignment 1


	Learning Activity:

Students to individually conduct their own independent research for their assignment brief on the role of a forensic psychologist

Students to begin preparing a booklet covering the criteria on the assignment brief

Resources:

Assignment brief

Access to computers with Internet access

Websites for students to access include:

www.bps.org.uk/careers
www.all-about-forensic-psychology.com/
	Assessment:

Teacher to facilitate student research and assist with structure of booklet

Teacher to provide necessary feedback and support to students when completing their assignment



	6. 19/10/08
	Description of how psychological research has  helped the understanding of criminal behaviour e.g. serial murder
	Learning objective 2 –Understand the contribution psychological research has made to understanding criminal behaviour (P2, M2, D2)

Aim – To introduces the topic of serial murder and outline examples of serial murder

SSBAT:

· Define the terms murder, manslaughter, serial murder, mass killings, spree killings

· Outline the serial murderer typologies e.g. visionary type, mission-oriented type, hedonistic type, power-control oriented types

· Distinguish between organised and disorganised serial killers

· Describe examples of serial murderers e.g. Harold Shipman, Fred and Rose West, Myra Hindley+ Ian Brady
	Learning Activity:
Students to complete student workbook on definitions of serial murder, typologies and the characteristics of organised Vs disorganised serial killers

Pair/small group activity on the case of Harold Shipman

Resources:

PowerPoint presentation on ‘serial murder’

Student work booklet containing case study of Harold Shipman
	Assessment
Teacher to observe and facilitate note taking

Facilitate during small group activity providing support when necessary

Q+A groups for answers on the Harold Shipman case study

	26/10
	
	Half-term
	
	

	7. 2/11/09
	Theories of serial murder e.g. Multiple personality disorder (MPD) and serial murder 
	Aim – To introduce students to psychological theories of serial murder including psychopathology and serial murder
SSBAT:
· Define the term ‘Multiple Personality Disorder’ and distinguish this from the major sub-types of dissociative disorders

· Outline the clinical symptoms of MPD and relate these to case studies of individuals suffering from MPD e.g. Eve, Sybil and Kenneth Bianchi (serial murderer)
· Describe the psychodynamic, behavioural and sociocognitive explanation of MPD

· Evaluate these explanations in terms of strengths and weaknesses
	Learning Activity:
Complete work booklet on types of dissociative identity disorders

Individually, students must read through case studies of MPD and identify the symptoms associated with the disorder

Individually read through behavioural, psychodynamic and sociocognitive explanation of MPD and complete own summary of these explanations.

Watch video on case studies of people suffering from MPD

Resources:

PowerPoint presentation on MPD

Student work booklet on psychopathology and serial murder containing case studies of MPD

Video on MPD
	Assessment:
Teacher to ask nominated questions on symptoms of MPD from case studies

Q+A students on explanations of MPD

Class discussion on video of MPD –level 3 communication key skill.



	8. 9/11/09
	Theories of serial murder e.g. psychopathy and serial murder
	Aim – To continue looking at explanations of serial murder e.g. psychopathy and serial murder
SSBAT:

· Define the term ‘psychopath’ and gives examples of serial murderers who were considered to be psychopathic

· Outline the key symptoms associated with psychopathy
· Describe biological and psychological explanations of psychopathy

· Complete answers to activity on mental illness and criminality
	Learning Activity:
Complete notes on key symptoms associated with psychopathy

Group activity - Read through journal articles and produce summary on biological and psychological causes of psychopathy

Individual activity - Read through psychological review article on mental illness and criminality and complete answers to questions 

Resources:

PowerPoint presentation on ‘psychopathy’

Student work booklet on psychopathy

Journal articles on the causes of psychopathy

Psychology review article on mental illness and criminality


	Assessment
Teacher to facilitate group activity on psychopathy and provide feedback and support when necessary.

Teacher to collect in summaries of biological causes of psychopathy

Q+A students for answers to psychology review article on mental illness and criminality

	9. 16/11/09
	Comparison of theories of serial murder
	Aim – To compare theories of serial murder
SSBAT:

 - Compare and contrast biological and psychological  theories of serial murder in terms assumptions, scientific status, reductionism, determinism
	Learning Activity:
Group activity – complete comparison table on theories of serial murder

Resources:

Comparison table on theories of serial murder
	Assessment
Teacher to facilitate group activity

Collect in and mark comparison tables on explanations of serial murder

	10. 23/11/09
	Explanations of rape
	Aim- To introduce students to examples of criminal behaviour e.g. rape
SSBAT:

· Define the term rape and outline the different types of rape

· Outline and evaluate biological explanations of rape
	Learning Activity
Complete student work booklet on the different types of rape and examples of rape

Complete notes on biological explanations of rape

Resources:

PowerPoint presentation on different types of rape + biological explanations of rape

Case studies of rape
	Assessment:
Facilitate note taking on types of rape

Completion of test your understanding questions on biological explanations of rape

Q+A students for answers to questions.

	11. 30/11/09
	Explanations of rape
	Aim: To continue looking at psychological explanations of rape
SSBAT:

 - Outline and evaluate psychological explanations of rape
	Learning Activity

Complete student work booklet on psychological explanations of rape

Resources:

PowerPoint presentation on psychological explanations of rape


	Assessment:
Collect in summarises of psychological explanations of rape

	12. 7/12/09
	Comparison of theories of rape
	Aim – To compare theories of rape

SSBAT:

 - Compare and contrast biological and psychological  theories of rape in terms assumptions, scientific status, reductionism, determinism
	Learning Activity:

Group activity – complete comparison table on theories of rape

Resources:

Comparison table on theories of rape
	Assessment

Teacher to facilitate group activity

Collect in and mark comparison tables on explanations of rape

	13. 14/12/09
	Handout assignment 2
	Aim – To introduce students to their second  assignment on explanations of criminal behaviour
SSBAT

· Understand the purpose of the assignment brief and discuss what is needed for assignment 2
· Conduct research on the Internet and identify websites that are relevant to their assignment

	Learning Activity:

Students to individually conduct their own independent research for their assignment brief on explanations of criminal behaviour

Students to begin preparing assignment covering the criteria on the assignment brief

Resources:

Assignment brief

Access to computers with Internet access


	Assessment:

Teacher to facilitate student research and assist with structure of assignment

Teacher to provide necessary feedback and support to students when completing their assignment



	 21/12/09
	
	Christmas 
	
	

	 28/12/09
	
	Christmas
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