Child Protection Law

Legislation that enables the prosecution of people accused of child cruelty has been in force since the 1880s, but it has taken a series of high profile child abuse deaths and subsequent inquiries to establish the child protection system we have today. 

The first formal child death inquiry in England was the Curtis Committee Report into the death of Dennis O'Neill in 1945, who was killed at the age of 12 by his foster father, but it was the death of 7-year-old Maria Colwell in 1973 that led to the establishment of our modern child protection system. Further changes were prompted partly by the inquiries into several other child deaths, including 4-year-old Jasmine Beckford in 1984. 

In England and Wales, the legislative framework for today's child protection system is founded in The Children Act 1989. In Northern Ireland it is founded in the Children (Northern Ireland) Order 1995; and in Scotland in the Children (Scotland) Act 1995. 

The Children Act 1989 has since been amended by subsequent legislation: Lord Laming's inquiry into the death of 8-year-old Victoria Climbié in 2000 led to the government publishing Every Child Matters (DfES, 2003), and subsequently the Children Act 2004 provided the legal framework for the program. While it did not replace the Children Act 1989, it made sweeping changes to the way children's services are structured in England and Wales, which came into force between 2006 and 2008. 

www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts1989/Ukpga_19890041_en_1.htm 
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