THE FIVE CROSS-CUTTING THEMES

1. Welsh & Welsh Culture

Bilingual learning in Wales has become increasingly important following the Welsh Assembly Government’s vision of creating a bilingual Wales, where people can choose to live their lives through the medium of Welsh or English.
The Bilingual Policy Branch funds the development of original and translated resources within key areas of the Post-16 sector. Information is available at:

http://wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/learningproviders/bilinguallearning/post16-welsh-education-training/resources/?lang=en
2. Essential Skills
Or otherwise known as Basic Skills, which is defined as the ability to read, write and speak in English or Welsh and to use maths, at a level necessary to function and progress both in work and in society. 

Basic Skills Cymru is the Welsh Assembly Government's strategy to help children and adults in Wales who struggle with basic literacy and numeracy. The main needs here are to help people with low basic skills to identify their needs and to tackle them; and make sure that effective learning provision is in place and that learners receive sufficient support.  Information is available at:
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/learningproviders/basicskillscymru/adultlearners/?lang=en
3. Enterprise
Enterprise previously had no place in the mainstream curriculum of schools and colleges. As the government wants to make the UK the best place to start and grow small businesses, this was a serious omission.
Colleges are the most appropriate incubator for Enterprise in the UK.

If one in three hundred extra Further Education students were to start

their own business, then Further Education colleges themselves

would meet the Northern Way’s targets for business start up.

Colleges are the place where people acquire and hone their

vocational skills. 
http://enterpriseinwales.com/
4. Equality & Diversity

The Welsh Assembly Government's statutory duty to promote equality has led to the development of a distinctive equality agenda in Wales.  We believe that no one should be denied opportunities because of their race, ethnicity, disability, gender, sexual orientation, age or religion. 

This together with our commitment to the principles of human rights underpins all the work of the Welsh Assembly Government.

http://wales.gov.uk/topics/equality/?lang=en
College policies and information are available at: http://intranet/beta/staff/
5. Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC)

Estyn, the body charged with inspecting FE and adult community education services, has incorporated ESDGC principles into its inspection framework since 2004, to include an evaluation of how well the provider’s policies and practices promote sustainable development and global citizenship and how far the learning experiences help learners become more aware of the forces and processes impacting on them.

The seven themes of ESDGC are: 
1. Wealth and poverty Fair Trade, sustainable procurement; 

2. Identity and culture race equality, international partnerships; 

3. Choices and decisions thinking about the consequences of our lifestyle decisions; 

4. Healthy living, healthy body, healthy mind; 

5. Natural world take action for biodiversity, visits to countryside projects; 

6. Waste and consumption management of buildings and grounds; and 

7. Climate change energy use, transport choices, food miles. 

Cyfanfyd is a national membership organisation working to promote Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) in Wales. Cyfanfyd supports organisations working in all fields of education helping them to incorporate a global dimension into their work.

http://www.cyfanfyd.org.uk/index.html
