Verification within BTEC Programmes
Verification has not changed. It is not new and is well embedded in Coleg Powys.

The process does not directly involve the learner.

It is a process that ensures that, as a centre, we are assessing to nationally approved standards.

It is a system of quality checks.

As such Standards Verification takes place across all BTEC courses and in ALL units.

Although it is a continuous programme, there are often two occasions when it is most evident.

The first is when a member of staff writes an assignment/ assessment. Prior to learner release, that assignment/assessment is then internally verified against a strict list of criteria to ensure that it is fit for purpose. This is carried out by someone different from the author, but equally by someone who is vocationally competent.

The second time that internal verification takes place is after learner work has been produced and assessed. It can happen at any stage within the life of the assignment and often occurs when the whole piece of work has been completed. This system checks that assessment decisions are valid and accurate. It ensures that the assessed learner’s work matches the assignment brief.

The process determines whether or not a grading decision needs to be amended. The internal verifier’s decision is the one reported to Edexcel. Furthermore this process checks that the initial assessor gave appropriate feedback to the learner. This feedback needs to be constructive and linked to the relevant grading criterion. Similarly the internal verification system checks that the initial assessor has identified further opportunities to allow the learners to improve their performance. Finally the internal verification system checks that suggested learner actions made by the initial assessor are appropriate. If this process has not happened formatively then it should be undertaken within a reasonable timeframe summatively – this is normally within two weeks, following initial assessment.

If the internal verification system checks show that all is not as expected and alterations need to be made, then there exists a specified paper trail to ensure adjustments are made and all alterations are implemented.

Lead Internal Verification
Lead Internal Verification gives both Coleg Powys and Edexcel confidence in the centre’s ability to maintain standards for the programmes in a sector (or Principal Subject Area).

A Lead IV is a person designated by the centre to undertake the accreditation and to play a key part in the assessment and verification of the programmes.

The Lead Internal Verifier has an overview of the whole principal subject area.

He /She will be BTEC accredited and will be confirm that as a centre, we are assessing to the nationally agreed standards, across every unit in all programmes within that subject area. It ensures that internal verification across the teams has been implemented. 

The Lead Internal Verifier will:

· ensure teams are prepared to meet random sampling standards verification. 

Even when the lead internal verifier has been accredited, by BTEC, it is envisaged that at least once in the life of that programme a sample will need to be dispatched to a Standards Verifier to ensure the centre is complying with its verification duties.

· ensure an effective Internal Verification system is adopted across their Principal Subject Area.

· maintain an auditable record that  Internal Verification has  taken place and that he/ she can demonstrate that they have looked across the whole programme.

· ensure all assessors/internal verifiers are trained, supported, standardised and follow an effective and consistent IV system.

· implement an appropriate Internal Verification monitoring process.

· ensure Internal Verification systems and procedures are rigorous overall.

   

